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  Duxbury Public Schools    
School Committee Minutes 

Regular Meeting – October 7, 2015 
Alden School – Room 104 

      I.    Welcome – Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  
Mrs. Ward convened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
Present: Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Connolly, Mrs. Buell, Mrs. Bresnehan and Mr. Quigley  

 Dr. Tantillo, Dr. Hunter and Mr. Proule were present. Student Representative Piers Klein was 
 present. 
  
    II.     Approval of the Minutes of September 16, 2015  
   Motion: Mrs. Bresnehan                  
  Second: Mrs. Buell 
  Unanimous  
   
  Mrs. Connolly reported that she sent an email to the Committee before tonight’s meeting 

regarding an addendum she wanted included in the June 17th minutes. The addendum included a 
presentation from Mr. Maimaron and one from Julia Adams that were not originally included in 
the minutes of the June 17 meeting.  

 
  Mrs. Ward noted that she had not seen the email and suggested we table it until the next meeting 

so all the members would have time to read it.  
 

   III.     Reports	  for	  the	  School	  Committee	  	  	   
  A.   Student Representative	  Piers	  Klein	  reported:  

• Last Friday was the first football game of the season with the Dragons winning 35-27 
over Bridgewater-Raynham. This was Coach Maimaron’s 100th win! 

• Both boy’s and girl’s cross country won their first meets of the season last week, as did 
field hockey. 

• Boy’s and Girl’s Soccer both start tonight with all playing Whitman Hanson. 
o Boys just finished and won 2-1  
o Girls are playing as we speak 

• School pictures for students and staff are this Friday, September 18th and next 
Monday, September 21st. 

• The Spanish exchange students have come and left after a two-week stay. 
• State play auditions will be on September 28 th and 29th. 
• Senior Class play auditions will be on September 29 th and 30th. 
• Finally, DHS Spirit week will start on October 5th this year. 

 
  B.   Superintendent	  
           Dr. Tantillo reported that the building project is coming to an end around the second week in 
       October. All that remains is landscaping and the second field to be hydroseeded. After  
         completion, a full audit by the MSBA will be conducted and completed by the end of the  
         school year. 
 
       Last Thursday, Dr. Tantillo attended the DHS open house. He also met with the parents of 
       his advisory group who followed their student’s schedule. Last evening, Dr. Tantillo   
       attended the Alden Open House where he had a chance to say a few words at the beginning 
       of the assembly.  
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      Yesterday, Dr. Tantillo attended an open table tactical meeting between the fire and police 
      departments. This was an exercise to segregate responsibilities between the two groups  
      should a serious situation occur. In this fictitious exercise, an active shooting was taking  
      place at an assisted living facility. I was very impressed with the organization of our safety 
      departments as they all took this exercise very seriously. 
 
      Tomorrow Dr. Tantillo will be meeting with the PTA/PTO presidents from each of the  
      schools. In addition, the SEPAC Chair will be attending these meetings so all members will 
      be  informed. 
 
      Dr. Tantillo reported that there is another FACTS meeting on Tuesday of next week, and the 
      8th graders will be going to Camp Wing on Friday. 
 
      Dr. Tantillo noted the following change to the School Calendar: Change the professional  
          development (half day) from March 15th to March 1st (half day).  This was a request from the 
      Town Clerk due to the presidential primary day and using Chandler as the location for voting. 
 
      At tonight’s meeting the Committee will vote to approve a field trip to Washington, DC.  
      Mrs. Sullivan wants to take her class to the Holocaust Museum and possibly the Capital  
      Building and the White House. 
 
  C.   Curriculum     

      Dr. Hunter reported the following: 
o The Curriculum Committee work will reconvene in late September and early October.  
 Math and Writing Subcommittees will meet 2-3 times this year as follow up to the reviews.  
 Committees will soon form relative to Social Studies, Technology and Health.   
o All staff will update goals and action plans during grade level and department meetings 
 this coming week.     
o A focus this year is reading support at the elementary schools.  The reading specialists and 
 Special Education staff is discussing materials and professional development.  Training so 
 far includes phonics software and a research-based intervention program.  
o Title I, Title IIA and the Kindergarten grant have been approved.  Title I will support part 
 time math tutors at Chandler and Alden.  Title IIA focuses on professional development.  
 The Kindergarten grant will subsidize the instructional assistants in the full-day 
 classrooms.     
o All schools are engaged in the collection of benchmark data. This fall we are utilizing our 
 new tools available via technology so students can take the assessments on their laptops.  
o The building principals will review changes to restraint policies with Dr. Hunter and the 
 Special Education Administrator, Teri Babetski, in preparation for updates that are due 
 January 1, 2016.   
o ELL status: Currently, we have 10 students. We started the summer with 7 and we did 
    increase staff. 
 

   D. Business Administrator    
   Mr. Proule reported that they are preparing to send out the FY17 Budget information to the   
         principals and department heads by the end of the week.  The budget will look different this year,  
   as they will be on the budget module of Softright.  Mr. Proule is meeting with the town accountant  
   once a week and meeting with the HR Director.  They have been very helpful.   
 
   Mr. Proule is preparing to start the DESE end of the year report to send out in October. 
   He will be attending a meeting tomorrow to review the solar panels. 
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           E.     Chair 
   Mrs. Ward reported that the PTA’s/PTO’s and School Councils are starting their meetings 
   which are all on the PTA calendar and available at Westwinds and open houses and is a great 
         way to get involved. 
 
   The first coffee with the principal is on September 23rd, 5:00 at the DHS Library.  
   On Friday the 25th there will be a free movie screening in the PAC featuring Razia Jan 
   who lives in Afghanistan and started the Zabuli School for Girls. 
  
   She was a business owner in Duxbury and has a lot of support from the community and the  
   Rotary Club.  
 
   The School Committee will be starting the Interest Based Bargaining (IBB) training on  
         October 6. 
 
    IV.    Presentations of Interest to the School Committee  
       A.	  	  	  Introduction	  of	  New	  Faculty	  	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  The	  principal	  from	  each	  school	  introduced	  their	  new	  faculty	  members.	  We	  have	  	   	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  approximately	  25	  new	  professional	  staff.	  

	   	   B.   Time & Tides  
      Amy Marino, DHS English Teacher and DHS students Grace Poreda and Jillian Harrington, 
      presented to the Committee on Time and Tides.  Mrs. Marino noted that it truly is a program 
      where the teachers aren’t just the teachers, the students are the teachers. 
 
      In August, a pilot program offered students the opportunity to explore an alternate learning 
      experience through the Time and Tides program. The program is an integrated approach to 
      learning with multiple staff members from different content backgrounds. Students spend  
      approximately half of their time in the classroom and the remaining time in the community. 
      Thematic concepts drive the curriculum, which empowers students to make decisions about 
      their learning and become active in the process. Teachers serve as facilitators.  

      The summer project was funded by a grant from the Duxbury Education Foundation. Plans 
      for the future are under discussion as exploration begins into a semester “school within a  
      school” opportunity for seniors. The program is modeled after Concord-Carlisle’s highly  
      successful Rivers and Revolutions program, which is in their 4th year starting with their 7th 
          cohort of 50 students per cohort.  

       Mrs. Marino reported that last year they visited Concord in the fall and the  spring.  
       Mrs. Marino noted that the program title of “Time and Tides” was chosen for Duxbury’s  
              many historical ties and coastal life.  
 
      C.    Discussion of Capital budget 
       Brian Cherry, Director of Facilities, presented the Capital Budget Requests for FY17. 
              Mr. Cherry reported that his charge is to keep the Facilities Management, Article 6    
       under $300,000 per year for building specific capital projects.  
            Alden windows, phase 1 & 2, $292,000 over 3 years 
            Alden & Chandler Cooling (11 rooms) $42,000 equipment & electrical 
       Rehabbing Tennis courts - $38,000 
     Kubota tractor - $36,680 
     Scag Mower & Catcher - $12,700 
     Alden playground addition - $10,000 
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             D.   Dr. Tantillo reported on the field Trip to Holocaust Museum, Washington, DC, November 
      15-17, 2015. There are 25-30 students on the trip and the total cost is $600 per person. 
 
  V.      Comments from the Public 
       The Comments from the Public section of the meeting is an opportunity for members of the  
       community to address issues of concern about policy, budget, or administrative matters or share 
       ideas about how we can work together to improve the Duxbury Public Schools. We value your 
       input and respect divergent views; we only ask that you limit your remarks to two minutes and 
       refrain from airing grievances with individual members of the school community. Thank you. 
  
  VI.      Matters for School Committee Action  

  A.  Vote to Approve School Committee Goals 2015-2016 
  Motion: Mrs. Connolly   
  Second:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
  Unanimous 
 

      	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  B.   Vote to Approve Superintendent’s Goals 2015-2016 
  Motion: Mrs. Buell    
  Second:  Mrs. Connolly 
  Unanimous 
 
     C.   Vote to Approve	  trip	  to	  Holocaust	  Museum,	  Washington,	  DC	   
        Motion: Mrs. Bresnehan  
        Second:  Mrs. Buell 
        Unanimous 
 
     D.   Vote to Approve	  Change	  to	  School	  Calendar	  from	  March	  15th	  (half	  day)	  to	  March	  1st	  (half	  day)	  
        Motion:  Mrs. Connolly 
        Second:  Mrs. Buell 
        Unanimous 
 

  VII.    Correspondence and New Business 
 
 VIII.    Executive Session 
 
   IX.     Adjourn:     
 
       Motion: Mrs. Bresnehan      
       Second:  Mrs. Buell 
       Unanimous 
 
              Respectfully Submitted,  
 
              Ginny Whoriskey 
       Administrative Asst. 
 
 
Meeting Documents: 
School Committee Goals 2015-2016 
Superintendent’s Goals 2015-2016 
School Calendar 


